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Social phenomena exist in our minds but also occupy an objec6ve reality. The aim of social science is 
to build theories that account for both perceptual and tangible perspec6ves to provide a reasonably 
stable rela6onship between them. Taking this epistemological standpoint, research that contributes 
to the produc6on of knowledge must be trustworthy and ethical. 

Transparency in research can be a crucial step in this direc6on—broadly defined as the prac6ce of 
openness about research goals, processes of genera6ng evidence, and its analysis. How did the 
researcher reach the conclusions they did? In what ways might the research context and researcher 
choices have shaped the results? Under the given risks, how was research ethically conducted? 
Transparency prac6ces can provide an eviden6ary founda6on for future research, facilita6ng the 
produc6on of knowledge. 

In qualita6ve inquiry, the push for transparency prac6ces is increasingly gaining support, yet remains 
more controversial than it is for quan6ta6ve research. One side of the debate perceives openness as 
an essen6al step in building valid, trustworthy research; the other side flags its ethical and 
philosophical infeasibility. Can there be a consensus? 

This half-day workshop aims to discuss the intellectual, ethical, and social benefits and limits of 
transparency prac6ces in qualita6ve research.  

• Are transparency prac6ces desirable only for epistemological perspec6ves of ‘qualita6ve 
posi6vism’?   

• Is there a ‘one size fits all’ or single standard of transparency possible, given the diverse 
poli6cal contexts of qualita6ve inquiry and the researcher’s unequal access to resources? 

• Can the push towards transparency prac6ces disregard ethical impera6ves? Relatedly, how 
does the researcher prac6ce transparency towards the par6cipants? How can they be held 
accountable for a breach in ethical obliga6ons? 

• What are the implica6ons of sharing data and limi6ng its masking, especially in repressive 
regimes?  

• Can there be a consensus among editors and reviewers about criteria for evalua6on of 
qualita6ve research? 
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Schedule 

1400-1410 Introduc6on to the theme of the workshop and par6cipants: Raheel 
DhaSwala, Visi6ng Research Fellow, Department of Sociology and Nuffield 
College, University of Oxford 

1410-1440 Speaker: Steven Lubet, Edna B. and Ednyfed H. Williams Memorial Professor 
of Law and Director, Fred Bartlit Center for Trial Advocacy, Northwestern 
University. Title of talk: “Transparency and Faux Facts in Ethnography” 

1440-1510 Speaker: Heather Hamill, Associate Professor in Sociology and Dean of St. 
Cross College, University of Oxford 

1510-1530 Discussant: Federico Varese, Professor of Criminology and Senior Research 
Fellow, Nuffield College, University of Oxford 

1530-1600 Audience Q&A 

1600-1615 Break 

1615-1630 Presenter: Mariana Borges Mar6ns da Silva, Postdoctoral Prize Research 
Fellow in Poli6cs, Nuffield College, University of Oxford. Title of talk: 
“Varie6es of Research Cultures and the Posi6vist Push for Transparency” 

1630-1645 Presenter: Christopher Barrie, Lecturer in Computa6onal Sociology, School of 
Social and Poli6cal Science, University of Edinburgh. Title of talk: “Qualita6ve 
Transparency with Digital Trace Data” 

1645-1700 Discussion on presenta6ons by speakers 

1700-1730 Audience Q&A and closing remarks   
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Speaker bios 

Steven Lubet is Edna B. and Ednyfed H. Williams Memorial Professor of Law and Director, Fred Bartlit 
Center for Trial Advocacy, Northwestern University; and author, Interroga=ng Ethnography: Why 
Evidence MaGers (OUP, 2017). 

Heather Hamill is Associate Professor in Sociology and Dean of St Cross College, University of Oxford. 
Her research centres on how problems related to establishing trust and reputa6on are solved. Her 
current research focuses on the problems of trust created by the prolifera6on of sub-standard and 
falsified (SF) medicines in sub-Saharan Africa. She has published in the Lancet; the Bri=sh Journal of 
Criminology; Social Science and Medicine, among others. Her books include The Hoods: Crime and 
Punishment in Belfast (Princeton University Press, 2011; winner of the 2012 James S. Donnelly, Sr. 
Prize for Books on History and the Social Sciences, American Conference for Irish Studies) and 
Streetwise: How taxi drivers establish their customer's trustworthiness, with Diego Gambeia (Russell 
Sage Founda6on, 2005). 

Federico Varese is Professor of Criminology at the University of Oxford and a Senior Research Fellow 
at Nuffield College, Oxford. His main area of research is the study of organised crime. He has wriien 
on the Russian mafia, Soviet criminal history, migra6on of mafia groups, Somali piracy, the dynamics 
of altruis6c behaviour, and the applica6on of Social Network Analysis to criminology. Currently, he 
works on the governance dimension of organised gangs in the UK, cybercrime markets, the Russian 
mafia and sub-standard medicines. He has published in Social Networks; The Bri=sh Journal of 
Criminology; Law and Society Review; Crime and Jus=ce, among others. His books include The Russian 
mafia (OUP, 2001, Ed A. Hewei Book Prize awarded by The American Associa6on for the 
Advancement of Slavic Studies), Mafias on the Move: How Organized Crime Conquers New Territories 
(Princeton University Press, 2011, Winner of the 2012 Outstanding Publica6on Award, Interna6onal 
Associa6on for the Study of Organized Crime) and Mafia Life (Profile and OUP, 2018, translated in 
seven languages). 

Christopher Barrie is Lecturer in Computa6onal Sociology at the University of Edinburgh. He is 
interested in combining computa6onal techniques with qualita6ve modes of inquiry. He is a former 
Postdoctoral Prize Research Fellow in Sociology at Nuffield College, University of Oxford. He has 
published in Mobiliza=on; Na=ons and Na=onalism; Poli=cal Research Quarterly, among others. 

Mariana Borges Mar7ns da Silva is a Postdoctoral Prize Research Fellow in Poli6cs at Nuffield College 
at the University of Oxford. She received her PhD in 2019 from Northwestern University. Her research 
is focused on poli6cal behaviour, elec6ons, poli6cal par6es, poli6cal communica6on, representa6on 
of marginalized groups, and misinforma6on in developing countries, with a focus on Brazil. Her 
research combines ethnographic and historical methods with survey experiments.  
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Workshop hosts 

Raheel DhaTwala is a Visi6ng Research Fellow in the Department of Sociology and Nuffield College, 
University of Oxford, with a D.Phil. in Sociology from Oxford. Her core research area is the study of 
collec6ve violence, with a focus on the spa6al component of violence. She has published in Poli=cs & 
Society; Qualita=ve Sociology; Contemporary South Asia, Bri=sh Journal of Criminology (forthcoming), 
among others. Her book is 6tled Keeping the Peace: Spa=al Differences in Hindu-Muslim Violence in 
Gujarat in 2002 (CUP, 2019). She formerly worked as a senior journalist in India. 

Zora Hauser is Research Fellow at the Extra-Legal Governance Ins6tute (ExLegi) and DPhil candidate 
at the Department of Sociology, University of Oxford. Her research looks at migra6on of mafia groups, 
with a specific focus on trust dynamics and agency in criminal seSngs. Zora has previously worked in 
the private sector on countering transna6onal trafficking and served as an analyst for the NATO 
Founda6on and the Italian Ministry of Defence. She holds an MA in Interna6onal Rela6ons and a BA 
in Poli6cal Science from LUISS University, Rome. 

For more informa=on, kindly contact Raheel Dhaawala at raheel.dhaawala@sociology.ox.ac.uk or 
Zora Hauser at zora.hauser@sant.ox.ac.uk.
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